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The Rev. Wayne Reynolds preached a sermon Sunday on a topic that is often talked about but seldom 
addressed from the pulpit: the Ten Commandments.  

“When was the last time you heard a preacher 
preach on the Ten Commandments?” he 
asked the congregation of more than 100 at 
Grace United Methodist Church. No hands 
went up. “You know what? I haven’t either.” 
 
In his sermon, Reynolds noted that the 10 
rules for human behavior as recorded in 
Exodus 20 are the only words that the Bible 
says were actually written by the hand of God. 
 
“They are the law of God, written by God,” 
Reynolds said. “This is deep.  He said, ‘I want 
them to see that it’s the law that mankind 
should live by.’”  

While Reynolds didn’t plunge directly into the 
controversy over whether the Ten Commandments should be displayed in public places, he 
made a strong point that God wants people to obey his laws everywhere, not just on Sunday 
and not just in church. People should be faithful in marriage, not commit murder, not cheat in 
school, be honest in business and personal relations and not covet — which, he explained, 
means “don’t be obsessed” with what others have, but thankful for one’s own blessings. 
 
God also wants us to have no other gods before him, to not use God’s name in vain, to honor 
our parents and to observe a Sabbath, or regular time of rest and closeness to God, Reynolds 
said. Instead of focusing prayers on our own wants and desires, God wants us to “call me just 
because you love me,” he said. “Can’t we just say, ‘I want to talk to you, God’? God says, ‘Can 
you just give me some quality time?’” 
 
Reynolds, an African-American preacher in the predominantly white church, has a dramatic 
speaking style that guarantees his listeners will pay attention. At one point in the sermon, he 
portrayed Moses coming down from the mountain with the tablets bearing the Ten 
Commandments and discovering that the Israelites had turned to worshipping a golden calf. 
Reynolds held up the “tablets,” actually written on white posterboard, ripped them in half and 
threw them to the ground. Then he enacted Moses going back up the mountain and making 
new tablets (these were on yellow posterboard) on which God inscribed the same words again. 
 
“People say, ‘Wow, he’s animated,’” Reynolds said in an interview in which he discussed his 
own preaching style. “They say, ‘You won’t fall asleep when he’s preaching.’ They say, ‘He 
uses the Bible a lot.’” 
 
Reynolds became pastor of the Lincoln church at 2640 R St. after serving at Westridge United 
Methodist Church in Norfolk. Under his leadership, Westridge was the fastest-growing 
congregation in the Northeast District of the Nebraska Annual Conference. 
 
Evelyn Kubert, who has been a member of Grace since the 1980s, said the Lincoln church has 
an aging congregation that was slowly shrinking. They shared part-time ministers with other 
churches for the past few years, but this year decided to seek a full-time pastor to give the 
church some new life. “We want to stay here and minister to our neighborhood” in central 

 
The Rev. Wayne Reynolds speaks to his congregation 
during Sunday service at Grace United Methodist 
Church on Oct. 2, 2005. Reynolds has been the pastor 
at Grace since July. (Jill Peitzmeier)   



Lincoln, she said. “We wanted someone who could do urban ministry.” 
 
Reynolds, who has served in churches in Atlanta, Chicago, Portland, Ore., Omaha and Detroit 
as well as Norfolk, fit the bill perfectly and is filled with enthusiasm about the Lincoln church. 
He’s served in Lutheran and Baptist pulpits in addition to United Methodist, and has worked as 
a school counselor, coach and specialist in at-risk youth. 
 
“All my experiences have given me a sensitivity to people,” he said. “I’m very open and 
accepting of people of all backgrounds.” The area around Grace is a multiethnic neighborhood 
with people of many races and nationalities. “I feel God put me in Lincoln to serve these 
people.” 
 
The congregation’s response to Reynolds has been positive, Kubert said. “He can meet a 
person and right away the person is engaged. He has a great appeal to youth and children.” 
 
Reynolds, 49, grew up in Nebraska and Kansas. He has a master of divinity degree from 
Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta and a doctor of ministry degree from Carolina 
University of Theology in North Carolina. A 1978 NCAA All-American, he continues to compete 
in USA Masters Track and Field events.  He sings with the choir and occasionally sings solos at 
worship. 
 
This last week, Reynolds, Kubert and Janet Powell, another member at Grace, attended a 
conference entitled “Keys to Understanding” hosted by the Church of the Resurrection, a 
14,000-member United Methodist church in Leawood, Kan., a suburb of Kansas City. The 
conference focused on building church growth by reaching out to people in all walks of life. 
 
That fits in with Grace’s new motto, “To share God’s love with all people at all times.” 
 
Since he’s been at Grace, Reynolds has encouraged the 160-member congregation to think 
bigger. He sees pastoring as akin to coaching. “I tell them they are an awesome team. That’s 
why good things are happening here. … I want them to have faith in themselves.” 
 
Since he’s been preaching, Sunday worship attendance has averaged more than 100 each 
week and Sunday school attendance has increased as well. The church is looking into ways to 
expand its ministries to the neighborhood. 
 
“People see the passion I have for them and for the word of God,” Reynolds said. “It’s 
genuine, sincere, and they feel it.” 
 
Reach Bob Reeves at 473-7212 or at breeves@journalstar.com.  

 


